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Ever increasingly since the launch of the Lisbon Agenda at the turn of the 
millennium, the European Union has targeted the acceleration of scientific and 
technological innovation as a key policy objective, envisaging the consolidation of the 
Union as dependent upon its “power to innovate” (European Commission 2013). 
Emphasized as one of the privileged means to steer the EU out of its current 
economic and political gridlock, while being heralded as conducive to nothing less 
than a “new Renaissance” (European Commission 2012), the acceleration of 
innovation has come to underpin the promise of the European project and to define 
the imaginaries around which the fragile EU polity is envisaged to coalesce. 
In this panel, we welcome empirical and conceptual contributions aimed at making 
sense of and critically examining the mobilization of innovation visions and policies 
towards the socio–political consolidation of the EU and its transnational exercise of 
political, economic and cultural power. Specifically, some questions that the panel 
seeks to probe include:  

 
- Which imagined futures of the EU do innovation policies encode and 

perform? 
- How is agency (re)distributed among different actors groups, and how are 

state-market-science relations and public-private boundaries being redefined, 
in EU innovation policies?  

- Which actors groups are empowered to speak and act in the name of 
accelerating innovation, and whose voices are disenfranchised?  

- What are the emerging tensions and frictions between the ideal of 
competitiveness enshrined in innovation programs, and those of democratic 
accountability and social justice?  

- How do specific imaginaries of innovation depend upon, mobilize and/or 
reinforce existing socio-political inequalities? 
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A partire dal lancio dell’Agenda di Lisbona nel 2000, l’accelerazione dell’innovazione 
scientifica e tecnologica ha rappresentato un obiettivo primario dell’Unione europea 
(UE), considerato funzionale tanto al suo rafforzamento economico quanto al suo 
stesso consolidamento politico.  
In questo track raccogliamo contributi sia di carattere empirico che teorico volti a 
esaminare criticamente il ruolo svolto dagli immaginari e dalle politiche 
dell’innovazione nell’integrazione socio-politica della UE. In particolare, tra le 
questioni che intendiamo affrontare annoveriamo le seguenti:  
 
- Quali aspettative politiche e socio-economiche sul futuro della UE sono 

veicolate dagli immaginari socio-tecnici dell’innovazione?  
- A quali ordini di priorità le politiche europee dell’innovazione intendono dare 

risposta? E in che modo esse ridefiniscono i confini tra il pubblico e il privato 
e le relazioni tra istituzioni pubbliche, scienza e mercato?  

- Quali sono i gruppi sociali in grado di trarre il maggior beneficio da tali 
politiche e quali sono, al contrario, quelli maggiormente penalizzati?  

 


